FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact Centennial Christian Church
314-367-1818

mlk@stlalphas.com

#mlk2026stl

https://www.aphia-epsilonlambda.org/mlk

The 8" Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in Fountain Park Holiday Observance
Saturday, January 17, 2026

ST. LOUIS, MO - December 29, 2025 — 2026 MLK Holiday Observance partners are: Centennial Christian Church,
Fountain Park and Lewis Place Neighborhood Association, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.- Epsilon Lambda Chapter,
Epsilon Lambda Charitable Foundation, Central West End Church, The Village, Peoples Community Action
Corporation, St. Louis Public Schools, The Jackson Law Firm, and Committeewoman Yolonda “Yogi” Yancie, and
MISSION STL will host a public observance to honor the legacy of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

This year’s theme is, “The Courage to Begin Anew: Affirming Dignity and Action in the Face of Adversity”

This year’s quote is based on Dr. MLK King’s quote, “No matter how hard times may get, stick together, love together,
and rise together.”

This year Centennial Christian Church continues to need the community’s prayers and support as the church building
was destroyed in the May 16, 2025 St. Louis tornado that also devasted the MLK statue along with Fountain Park
and Lewis Place neighborhoods. Rebuilding in the aftermath continues

Line-up of public events are as follow for Saturday, January 17, 2026:
e  UNITY GATHERING

Time: 9:30 a.m. —10:30 a.m.
Place: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Statue in Fountain Park,
4950 Fountain Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri 63113
Directly across the street from Centennial Christian Church
Guest Speaker: Joseph S. Palm, Commissioner (Former President Biden-appointee)
U.S. Commission on the Social Status of Black Men and Boys

e MLKYOUTH EDUCATION PROGRAM

Time: 11:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Place: People’s Health Center
5701 Delmar Blvd.
St. Louis, Missouri 63112
See flyer for registration details

Attachment: Guest Speaker Bio and Flyers (2)



Joseph Salvador Palm, Commissioner

United States Commission on the Social Status of Black Men and Boys

In 2022, Joseph was appointed by President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. as
Regional Director for Region 7 of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), overseeing Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, and
lowa, along with nine federally recognized tribes. He was recently also
appointed Regional Director for HHS Region 2, which includes New York
and New Jersey, the territories of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands,
and eight federally recognized tribes.

From 2009 to 2022, Joseph served as Chief of the Office of Minority Health for the Missouri
Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS). In this role, he was a key advisor to the
Department Director on health issues impacting minority and underserved populations,
served as a liaison to the Missouri General Assembly, and worked closely with local public
health agencies and elected officials statewide. During his tenure, Joseph led CDC-funded
opioid and homicide prevention initiatives and directed COVID-19 mobile testing and
vaccination operations across Missouri. He also played an on-the-ground leadership role
in recovery efforts following major disasters, including the Ferguson unrest, the Joplin
tornado, and multiple major flood events across the state.

Earlierin his career, Joseph served as Assistant to the Chief of Staff in the City of St. Louis
Mayor’s Office, a Legislative Researcher in the Missouri State Capitol, and Assistant to the
Chief of Staff in the Missouri 1st Congressional District Office. He began his public service
career as a firefighter with the St. Louis Fire Department, a role that continues to shape his
commitment to service and leadership, guided by the motto, “Seeking Opportunities to
Serve - STLFD.”

A native of the City of St. Louis, Missouri, Joseph’s family roots trace back to Homestown in
Missouri’s Bootheel region. He earned an associate degree from Forest Park Community
College, a Bachelor of Arts in Communication Studies, and a Master of Public Health from
Saint Louis University.



“NO MATTER HOW HARD TIMES MAY GET, STICK
TOGETHER, LOVE TOGETHER, AND RISE TOGETHER.”
REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

UNITY GATHERING
JANUARY 17, 2026
9:30 AM

FOUNTAIN PARK

LOCATED ACROSS THE STREET FROM
CENTENNIAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF
CHRIST), FORMER BUILDING SITE
AT 4950 FOUNTAIN AVE,, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63113

H#MLK2026STL
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
CENTENNIAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH AT 314.367.1818 / WWW.CCCSTL.ORG
ALPHA PHI ALPHA AT MLK@STLALPHAS.COM / WWW.STALPHAS.COM




MLK 2026 OBSERVANCE COMMITTEE IN FOUNTAIN PARK

THE COURAGE TO BEGIN ANEW: AFFIRMING DIGNITY
AND ACTION IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY

“NO MATTER HOW HARD TIMES MAY GET, STICK TOGETHER, LOVE TOGETHER AND RISE TOGETHER.”
DR. MARTIN LUTHER JR.
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=DUCATICNAL PROCGRAN

EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION & DRAMATIZATION

“LOVE AS FORCE: TEACHING THE
PRINCIPLE OF SERVICE WORK"

EDUCATIONAL ESCAPE ROOM EXPERIENCE

LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED FROM 11:30-12:30 FOR ALL
YOUTH IN ATTENDANCE - REGISTRATION IS REQUESTED

TC REGISTER SCAN HERE

SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
BRIAN MCKINLEY AND CAST,
BLACK REPERTORY THEATER

ART PIECES FROM ST. LOUIS ART MUSEUM
TYLER HARRIS AND STAJAH CURRY,
ST. LOUIS ART WORKS

PAINTING AND PHOTOS
WILL BE AUCTIONED ONLINE.

#MLK2026STL

RE INFORMATION CONTACT
CHURCH AT 314.367.1818 /f WWW.CCCSTL.ORG

PHA AT MLK@STLALPHAS.COM / WWW.STLALPHAS.COM

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

CENTENNIAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH, FOUNTAIN PARK AND LEWIS PLACE
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOC., ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, INC.- EPSILON LAMBDA
CHAPTER, EPSILON LAMBDA CHARITABLE FOUNDATION, CENTRAL WEST END
CHURCH, THE VILLAGE, PEOPLES COMMUNITY ACTION CORPORATION, ST. LOUIS
PUBLIC SCHOOLS, THE JACKSON LAW FIRM, COMMITTEEWOMAN YOLONDA
“YOGI” YANCIE, AND MISSION STL



MLK 2026 OBSERVANCE COMMITTEE IN FOUNTAIN PARK
THE COURAGE TO BEGIN ANEW: AFFIRMING DIGNITY
AND ACTION IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY

“NO MATTER HOW HARD TIMES MAY
GET, STICK TOGETHER, LOVE
TOGETHER, AND RISE TOGETHER.”

GIFT CARD DRIVE Waiieiiindiiiiib

BENEFITS RESIDENTS LIVING IN [0l
HYLTON POINT II |
APARTMENTS
933 BELT AVE,
ST. LOUIS, MO. 63112

DONATION PERIOD OPEN NOW- 2
ENDS JANUARY 12, 2026

TO SPONSOR A RESIDENT WITH
$50 IN GIFT CARDS
SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW
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EACH RESIDENT WILL RECEIVE

H
A $25 GIFT CARD TO ALDI AND
$25 GIFT CARD TO WALMART.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
CENTENNIAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH 314.367.1818 / WWW.CCCSTL.ORG

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

CENTENNIAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH, FOUNTAIN PARK AND LEWIS PLACE NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOC., ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, INC.- EPSILON LAMBDA CHAPTER, EPSILON
LAMBDA CHARITABLE FOUNDATION, CENTRAL WEST END CHURCH, THE VILLAGE,
PEOPLES COMMUNITY ACTION CORPORATION, ST. LOUIS PUBLIC SCHOOLS, THE JACKSON
LAW FIRM, COMMITTEEWOMAN YOLONDA “YOGI” YANCIE, AND MISSION STL
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